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COUNTRY _ Hast

Merseburg Airfield

TOPIC

25X1

ZVALUATION
JATE OF CONTENT.
JATE OBTAINED

—_—  PLACE OBTAINED.

25X1

E—

DATE PREPARED___10 January 1955

REFERENCES

PAGSS
REMAr'KS

ENCLOSURES (NO. & TvPE)__2 = two sketches on ditto

[This is UNEVALUATED Information|

1. The fcllowing air activity and aircraft were observed at Merseburg
airfield between 4 November and 8 December 1954:

4 %o 10 November, HNo air activity was observed.
1} November. Between 0830 and 1500, individual local flights were

made

by NiG-l5s. or U-MiG~15s.

One KiG-i5 ér U-biiG-15 took off at 1730 and landed

at 1755.

1

r, Local flights were made by swept-back jet fighters

betwoen 1010 and 1325.

There was no air activity. Sixteen MiG-~158 or

14 _to 15 Novembex.
U-MiG~-158 were counted on the landing field.

1232

A N1G-15 or U-MiG-15 coming from the east landed at
Three swept-back jat fighters

individually landed at 1355. The take-offe by these aircraft were not
observed.

17X

iwo RiG-158 or U-iuiG-l5s took

off at 1205 and landed at 1302. The aircraft were fitted with
auxiliary fuel tanis and practiced flying in formation.

18 to 26 Hovember, No air aotivity was observed.

2

Between 1115 and 1540, a U-iiG-15 |

nade aerobatics. It took off at 1115, 1230, 1335 and 1455 and
renained aloft for 40 to 45 minutes. After the take-off, the

aircraft climbed steeply to an altitude of about 5,000 meters

.nd practiced loops and rolls at this height. During each flight,

t loops and 3 rolls, the latter repeated 5 or 6 times, were made.

The loops had an estimated diameter of 1,000 meters. “hile performing
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rolls, the aireraft did not lose altitude. During the remaining
1z ;ht time, turns were made. Upon completion of aerobatics over

tlie field, the aircraft landed from the east towards the west.

25 November, 4 total of 21 kiG~15s or U-LiG-l%s were counted on
the landin_ {'ield.

Zy hovember. v air activity was observed.

PR AN

¢ lovember. Jetween 1600 and 1545, 3 take~-offs and 3 landings
were pade by liC-li3s or U-iiig-l%5s.

1 Deceubey. 4 Miu-lh or U-KMiG-15 landed at 1520.
i's additional air activity was observed.

2 _decenber  There was no air activity.

D _Jecember. Adr activity started at 1545 when L{he lighting
facilities were switched on. Local flizhte of 7 to 10 wminutes
duration sere made. Tne aircrealt took off at intervels of 10
& 25 iai veginaing of air activity, 3 aircraflt
were seen. A total of 26 take-offs an
26 landings were observed. after the landing, the aircrart s ain

switched on their landing lights while taxying back to the take-off

poirt. he searcnlizhts located in the flying lane flashed up
wnen a L.iG~-15 or U-MiG-15 approached. The intervals between the
individual signals of the red beacon light transmitting the
latters NS were deternined by means of a stopwatch. There was a

~

tise in.erval of 8 ceconds between the last point of the 3 and the

{irst dash of the subseguent Ii.
o %0 6 December. Yo air activiiy was observed.

{_becewber., an element of 2 LiG-1% or U-liG-15 landed at 1555.
e aircraft approucned flying in a risht stagger formation and

wita an interval of 7JU to 80 meters. They lancded in this formation.

& _Dacember o air activity was observed. . ftotal of 19 .iis-l%s
or J-1iiG-158 were counted on the landin: field. One of these

aircralt was a two-sealer \which was parked near

the fuel dump west of the scuthern hangar. he other 1% aircraflt,
namely one group of 14 and cne ;sroup of 4 were parked without any
cattern on the dispersal area of the slert formation at thne
southern edge of the linding field, just south of the eastern end
of the runvay. The noses of the aircraft pointed to the west. Ho
aircraft were seen in the open hangars or in the revetments. 1

9 chan e was observed oii the sirjle-mast radio insta:lation in
the flying lane. 4 truck, | | mounting a
searchlijht was observed at the foot of the mast. The umbrella~
s.ape antenna was no lonjer seen east of the A gun emjlacement,
in line with Jerichtsrain. Only a radio truck was parked at the
site,. Tne Token-type radar set was still located at tne northern
edze of thne field south ci the Juth ‘ree-nursery. rhe umbrella-
tyre antenna previously observed in tze northwestern corner of
the field north ol the runway was reuoved. Cnly & low wooden

suilaing was seon there. Un S _lgcember, a mast witl. an unidentified

Sl
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antenna was observed between the target range and the fuel dump.

o unbrella-type antenna was observed in the southeastern corner

of the field 200 meters east of the southeastern hangar. The
uni’erest-type set on the earth bunker was replaced by a Junto-

type radar set. lortheast of this set in the southeastem commer

of the field there was still a Fishnet-type set. i radio installation
of 5 nasts, each § to 10 neters high, was locatcd just west ol the
£lisht control tower. The type of brucing could not be deterained.
It sas observed that ths 9 masts were braced by several guy wires in
the same manner and that the antemna systema were not of a
conspicuous type. cour masts were arranged in a sguare aud the
fifth mast was appacently lccated in the middle of the sguarc. a
sinzle mast about 15 meters hizh and braced by 4 suy wires each

at 2 pcints was located next to the main guardhouse. ‘hile looking
throuzh tae housing area {rom the south an unurella-type antennu

12 to 15 meters high was ouserved for tie [irst tile. This antenna
could noi be seon from any other airection because the view was
blocked by roofs. The umbrella~type antenna east of the vinegar
factory was still observed. 2

The foilowing observations were made in the housing area:

e nersonnel chanes could be determined. Previously observed
sersonnel were again repeatedly seen. . building at the edge of
the area, which had previously been occupied by civilians, head

to e vacated. It was inciuded into the {ield area whe. the {ence
was newly laid. It was expected that the buildingz woulid be vccuppied
by dependents of the air force troops. On J_lecepbeg, 200 to 330
scldiers were drilling on the athletic field in tne housiug area.
"he soldiers stcod in groups, mostly in double rows and were
re-eiviig basic training. fhey were armed ¥ith carbines. A roup
of 5 or 6 oificers standing nearby auparently supervised the
evercise. 1% was partioulary noteworthy that while the sub-
lieutenants were giving orders they were also sioking. 3

On 5 _December, & new two-story building, presumably housing
culture rooms, was observed in the housing area north of the
atnletic field at %the southeastern side ol the branch roud. A
tesporary building had been newly constructed sast of the
southeastern h:ngar. 4

ine following ruilroad tank cars noved to the (ield:

S5 at 1430 on 12 Hovember, 3 on 15 lNovembder, 2 on 23 November, and
3 on 27 November. Two tank cars +ere shunted to the airfield on

s December. hree apparently new fuel containers, each about

4 weters lonz and about 1,75 meters in diameicr, lay on the
ground in the fuel dump. 5

25X1

e
uisCus?
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1. [ |Comment. It is believed tuat lisrseburg airfield is still

o] 83

U: to 21 i11G-158 or U-LiG-158 were counted on the landinz field.
sIter 11 lovember, air activity was resumed and included practice
riights during daytime and at night, aerobatics, elements of two
ete.

giment. The inform-.tion that & .niferest-type radar set
in the southeastern corner of fthe [{ield was replaced by a Dumbo-
tyse radar set is received for the [irst time.

Comment. The recruits who arrived in the fall in cornnection
with the sursonnel exchange program receive military basic
training at the field.

Comment. The construction of a new culture house and a
enporary building at the field is reported for the first tinme.
Por location sketcn of cuiture house, sse annex 1. For location
of new temporary building, hangars and radar sets, see snnex 2.

Commeny. Six fuel containers which vere rnot yet dug in
vere previously observed in the fuel dump.

. Co-ment. Except for truck ‘

which have previously been observed in X-.ierseburi,;,f T

SECRET e
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annex 1
ﬁ 25X1
}ocxtion N

$uateh of “Sulture lous: at llerseburg Airfield
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1 ZJulzure houc?, new structure

?  athlictice Ti:1d
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Annex 2

Herseburg Airfiéld

|
|

Legend:

1 Umbrella-type antenna
Dumbo=type ».'.. of
Fishnet-type radar set
New temporary duilding
Hingars

Barracks for quartering purposes

b SR TS 1 S O O M

Open shed for wood

Qo Dom
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Usrseburzy Airfiedd

crends )

Logend

1 Yobrella-type antennh* > .';

2 Dumbo-trne » .. 0%

5 Fishnet-type rg@g{ setﬂ‘ﬂ

4 Hew tempord}&dfﬁiléing .
22 b

5 Hincars

§ Barracks for quartering purposes

7 Open shed for wood
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